anyway and Danby saw himself becoming the victim of a
policy he had condemned.

At this juncture Titus Gates arrived in London, quite
unnoticed, with a scheme for capitalizing the nation's fears
in a big way. He had hitherto lived precariously by petty
swindles, but now he was ready to go after important
money. He had originally been driven from the Church of
England for repeated perjuries and sins of the flesh. There-
upon he had gone to France and entered a Jesuit monastery
as a convert. The Jesuits soon expelled him for the same
practices that had led to his misfortune in England and he
had conceived a great hatred of them for refusing to sup-
port him in the blessed idleness and profligacy which Eng-
lish Protestants supposed was the lot of all priests.

Now he was back in England turning over in his mind a
fantastic, utterly imaginary tale of Catholic iniquity and
plots to ruin the British nation. He tried it out on a fanatical
hater of Popery, Israel Tonge, who would believe any
villainy of a Catholic. Tonge agreed that since there was no
evidence of the horrid conspiracy save Dates* mere word,
it was their patriotic duty to manufacture it. Together they
drew up documents designed to reveal a scheme to kill the
King, massacre Protestants, put James on the throne and
submit the country to the Pope's pleasure.

Gates had the completed version carried to the King.
Charles knew it for what it was, but he ordered the author
brought before the Privy Council for examination. His
Majesty was far too accomplished a liar to be taken in by
such a crude practitioner as Gates. He heard the wild yarn
with amusement, pointed out a few monstrous discrep-
ancies and asked a few searching qestions. He showed that
Gates could never have seen the men he claimed hired him,
for he was far wrong in his descriptions of them. Then the
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